
Enjoy  samplings  of  surveys  from  parents,  staff  and  campers’  quotes  at  the  end  of summer.

FROM  PARENTS: (66 returns)

FROM CAMPERS: These direct quotes are from campers who responded to a mail survey at the end of
their summer.  Many comments were repeated by several campers.

What  have  you  learned  about  yourself  this  summer?

I can do
anything
I set my
mind to I will always have Wyo

friends
I love camping and
hiking; I hate canoeing

I liked having friends
of different ages

I am more outgoing than I
thought - especially away
from school

To skipper (a sailboat)

Wyo is a great place to build confidence and spirit

E x t e n t   t o   w h i c h   y o u r
p u r p o s e s   w e r e  a c h i e v e d
50 fully accomplished;
10 mostly accomplished;
4 partially accomplished

W h a t d i d   y o u   l i k e    B E S T
a b o u t    t h e   c a m p ?
(they were asked to check 5 from a list of 25)
Atmosphere and spirit
Philosophy
Variety of activities
Location
Physical facilities

W h a t   d o   y o u   l i k e  L E A S T
a b o u t   t h e   c a m p ?
Topping the List:
Frequency campers write letters home
Disciplinary Issues
Food

W i l l   y o u   r e c o m m e n d   W y o n e g o n i c   t o   o t h e r s ?
60 of 65 returned forms said yes; 0 said no; 1 was undecided
(15 families requested we send materials to specific friends)

R e a s o n s   w h y   y o u   s e n d   y o u r   c h i l d   t o  c a m p .
Topping the list:
To have a good time
To appreciate the out of doors
To make new friends
To build self confidence
Only two persons checked – “so we could go on vacation”
(This supports the myth that parents send their kids to camp so they can travel)

F R O M  S T A F F  –#1   H o w   w o u l d    y o u   d e s c r i b e   y o u r   c a m p   e x p e r i e n c e   t o   a   f r i e n d ?
An exhilaratingly brilliant summer.
Not sure - it has ups and downs.
Amazing!  So many great people at Wyonegonic
and the campers are just wonderful.
Busy.   Long days spent working in a rustic setting
with lots of great people in a well-run place.
It is very demanding and requires all of your
energy. The friendships made with staff are
strong and memorable, and you will most likely get
a camper or two who make your summer fantastic.
Camp is an amazing experience that I wish every
child had the chance to enjoy
It was a totally awesome experience and one of the
best things I have ever done. I was so nervous and
unsure when I was first hired, but now I feel so
much apart of the Wyonegonic family and camp
feels like a second home. The friends I made and
the memories I have of camp are truly priceless and
I am so glad I was able to take this time out of my
life to have such an amazing experience, with such
wonderful people at a beautiful place.
It is such a positive place.  It’s hard working, but
the people, the campers, the camp are great. You’ll
learn a lot about yourself and others too. You’ll
cross boundaries and you’ll have the summer of
your life!

Wyonegonic isn’t just a place - it’s a feeling.
I’ve spent two summers on Moose Pond, and they
have been the most memorable times of my life.
Wyo is about friendship, leadership,
individuality, and independence. It is about
connecting with nature and testing your own
personal limits. It has certainly helped me to test
mine, and it is one of the greatest feelings in the
world.
I would tell them that Wyonegonic is a wonderful
place to work, and although it was rough at times,
the reward of having the campers give you hugs
and tell you that you are awesome made it all
worthwhile.
It was okay, for the most part.  Great for kids
and for myself.  24/7. Busy- a big job.
I love spending the summers working at camp. It
helps me focus the rest of the year.  Camp reminds
me of the joy of living simply. It also helps put
some of the daily life toils into perspective. For
me camp is a blast! The girls take so much away
from it, grow physically, mentally and spiritually.
They become stronger, more independent
individuals. The best part is, when we’re not
looking, we do too!

I had a great time
leading trips. Got to see
some magnificent
views and share in
these experiences
with some great
campers and fellow
staff.  Worthwhile.
Camp gives me the
opportunity to
learn and challenge
who I am as a
person and who I want to
be. Really good fun experience
working with lots of different people!!
I had the most amazing summer. Its hard to
describe in words how fantastic a time I had.
The friendships with campers and staff
members, the laughter, the different activities
available all provided me with much diversity
and enjoyment.  I have told all my friends who
love kids, and the outdoors that summer camp
is the greatest way imaginable to spend an
Aussie winter!

# 2    W h a t   w e r e   t h e   g r e a t e s t    r e w a r d s ?
Seeing and hearing the girls talk about how much
they love camp, and knowing that i contributed to
their experience. The friendships made and
maintained with fellow councellors.

Watching those kids grow and change in a few
short weeks is all the reward that I need. Sure, I
made new friends and I learned some new skills,
which are great in their own right. But for me it’s
all about those girls. It’s amazing to see them
come back year after year and see how they’ve
changed - whether it’s for better or for worse.
Knowing that I have helped them learn something
new, or nudged them in the direction of solving
their own problems is all the reward I need.

The reactions from the kids when they
achieved something they didn’t think
they could do.
The greatest rewards for me were to
watch and join in with the joy, when a
camper achieved something they were
aiming for.  I loved being able to be
there to help enjoy there success.
Seeing the sense of achievement and
huge smiles on the faces of the campers
who were not considered “trippers” as
they reached the top of a mountain, our
campsite or the end of a trail.
Being appreciated for what you’ve done.

This was a difficult summer.
Greatest reward was seeing
their achievements and my own
personal rewards and growth.
I experienced things I never
before had done.

Watching my campers grow,
become more independent, gain
new skills and build such great
relationships with them.  For
myself - I grew, became more
independent, learned new skills
and made some great new friends.
Seeing the campers get excited
after they accomplished a goal
or tried something new.
The hugs I got from my campers

and knowing that I was a role model for so
many people meeting lots of new and
interesting people.

# 3   W h a t   w a s   c h a l l e n g i n g   f o r   y o u ?
Fitting into a culture that is so deeply rooted in
tradition and certain ways of doing things. While I

loved being out of camp on trips it was
challenging at times to come back to camp
and fit back into the camp environment.
At times some of the campers can be very
challenging.
Being so far away from home, finding
enough time for myself - especially to be
able to call or email home.
Working with others who may have a
different philosophy when it comes to
working with children and being on duty and
at work 24/7, lack of privacy or personal
quiet time was a challenge too.

I was challenged by two things, one having all my
campers go home at half session and two by having
to change and adapt to the younger girls for second
session. I did however enjoy the challenge
Long days!!!!!  Also sometimes it was difficult
constantly being around the same people.
Lice!

Initially it was working out where to focus my
energy, be it my cabin, my activities, my new
friends, there was ALWAYS so much to throw
your self into. In the end, it was maintaining a
happy cabin environment with girls with so many
different ideas, beliefs, needs and wants that
challenged me.

Get to know people before
you judge – different
personalities are good

I found courage to try new things

I can live without
certain things like
electronics

I learned how to be a good leader

I learned to hike with a
sprained ankle

I love
backpacking

I can have lots of fun
 away from home

If I
really
want to
I can
do
anything

To respect myself and other
people and always share

You can accomplish goals if you
try very hard

I can have
fun wherever
I am

That I speak good English and can write too
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Summer
Feedback .  .  .
Dear Alumni and Friends,

Yes, indeed it was another great summer on
Moose Pond.  Most campers were very
engaged and happy.  We know that fun
accelerates learning.  The weather was hot
as it settled under the tall pines, but we were
in the lake many times a day.  The tripping
program burst with new challenges.  Happy
campers laughed and sang their way through
the action packed activities back in camp.  We are convinced that community living, away
from home, in a recreational setting provides a foundation for growth.

Camp is an important thread in the fabric of a child and we need to weave that fabric
together with parents and staff.   At the close of each summer we are in the habit of
requesting feedback from parents, campers and staff.  We are willing to listen to
things we do not want to hear.  That is one way we set up important partnerships and
continue to improve the quality of The Wyonegonic Experience.  We weigh these
comments and suggestions with conversations and observations we garner during the
summer.  Wyonegonic gains strength and endurance by continuing to seek feedback
and then incorporating ideas into the planning process.  We want to be assured that
our traditions and values are in synch with a fast changing world.   Camp is about
learning skills to support tuning into the real world.  We are continually challenged to
provide campers with decision making and leadership opportunities they can utilize to
become effective citizens in their community.

Winona  Camps
our brother camp celebrates

their 100th in 2007.

The Ordway Family
35 Winona Rd, Bridgton, ME 04099

www.winonacamps.com

Wyonegonic  Camps
215 Wyonegonic Road
 Denmark, ME 04022

207-452-2051 • Fax 207-452-2611
info@wyonegonic.com
www.wyonegonic.com W
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